William Sloane Coffin to speak at UM by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
3-7-1983 
William Sloane Coffin to speak at UM 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "William Sloane Coffin to speak at UM" 
(1983). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 8092. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/8092 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
\
0S IA \ . ,® University of MontanaOffice of University Relations • Missoula, Montana 59812 •  (406) 243-2522
M E D IA  R E L E A SE  braun/mmm
3/7/83 
state v//pic
WILLIAM SLOANE COFFIN TO SPEAK AT UM 
MISSOULA—
Doonsbury may be on sabbatical, but "the Rev.," the Rev. William 
Sloane Coffin, is coming to Missoula.
Doonsbury fans may remember him as the Rev. Scott Sloane, the laid- 
back bearded minister last seen buying a "mellow-speak" word processor.
In real life, Coffin is best known for his social and political activist 
views.
Coffin, who was chaplain at Yale University for 18 years until 1976, 
will speak on "On Loving One's Enemy" Thursday, April 14, at 8 p.m. in 
the Underground Lecture Hall at the University of Montana0
The lecture is funded by the United Campus Christian Fellowship (UCCF) 
Board and is the first in a series of Chaolaincy Lectures that the UCCF 
hopes to make an annual event.
"The lectures are intended to bring to Missoula and the University 
prominent churchmen and churchwomen who can offer a perspective on Christian 
faith and life which will be a reasoned alternative to the so-called 
moral majority view," the Rev. Lynne Fitch, campus pastor, said.
Coffin was born in New York f'ity in 1924 ard received a B.A. in 
government from Yale University in i949. Originally, he had planned a 
career in diplomacy and even accepted an appointment with the Central 
Intelligence Agency. However, he became interested in the ministry and 
declined the CIA to enroll in the Union Theological Seminary.





William Sloane Coffin—  add one
From 1950 to 1953 he trained anti-Soviet Russians in Germany for operation 
within the Soviet Union.
Returning to the United States, he entered Yale Divinity School where he 
received a B.D. in 1956. He served as chaplain at Phillips Academy and 
Williams College before accepting the chaplaincy at Yale.
In 1961, he was named by Sargent Shriver as one of the initial advisers 
to the Peace Corps and became the first director of the Peace Corps Field 
Training Center in Puerto Rico.
Believing that church leaders should take an active stand on social and 
political issues, Dr. Coffin was a leader in the civil rights and peace 
movements of the 1960s and 1970s. He was one of seven "Freedom Riders" 
arrested and convicted in Montgomery, Ala., while protesting local segre­
gation laws in conflict with the decisions of the Supreme Court. The 
Supreme Court overturned the convictions.
Working actively in the anti-war movement, Dr. Coffin was one of the 
founders of Clergy and Laity Concerned for Vietnam. He was one of the first 
to accept draft cards of men protesting U.S. military involvement in Southeast 
Asia. Dr. Coffin and Dr. Benjamin Spock were subsequently arrested and 
convicted in 1968 for aiding and abetting draft resisters. On appeal, the 
charges were dropped.
Dr. Coffin resigned his position at Yale in 1976 and moved to Strafford,
Vtc, to write his autobiography, "Once to Every Man."
He became senior minister of the Riverside Church in New York City in 
1977 and shortly afterward established a Riverside Disarmament Program to 
advocate reversing the arms race.
On Christmas Eve 1979, Dr. Coffin was one of three U.S. clergymen invited 
by the Iranian government to hold Christmas services for the American hostages 
held in Iran. (more)
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William Sloane Coffin—  add two
Known for his provocative sermons, Dr. Coffin also has written 
articles for the New York Times, The Nation, Saturday Review, and 
Christian Century. His book, "The Courage to Love," was published in 1982.
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